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easiness as had been caused by the report, never confirmed to
this day, of Gambetta's visit to Bismarck. But times had
changed, and Lockroy was not a Gambctta. His presence
in Baden-Baden attracted almost as little notice as that of
Freycinet at the same time at Berchtcsgaden, and Freyctnet
was a more important figure than Lockroy.
But I am convinced that, far from having any intention of
maintaining silence on political matters during his interview
with Billow, he had hoped to draw the Chancellor, for he
. was anxious to hear what Billow had to say on the subject
of Morocco. On his return to Paris the statesmen of France
would no doubt have listened eagerly to what the Chancellor
had told him inter pocula.
Lockroy continues : " I had a wonderful reception. The
Princess is the daughter of an Italian prince and stepdaughter
of Minghetti, Her mother, Madame Minghetti, was also
present—an elderly but still wonderfully beautiful womatx,
erect, well-built, bright, and full of intelligence and wit. It
was she I think who, because of my connections with Italy,
had been anxious to see me and urged Biilow to invite me. .,.
"I wanted to avoid any discussion of the negotiations
that were going on in Paris, and the Prince also avoided the
subject, so that we talked of everything except the subject
that was occupying both our minds."
What was the real state of affairs ? I was not present at the
dinner myself and was not invited by the Biilows until the
following day, Sunday.
But immediately after the meal, late in the evening, I saw
Lockroy and he confided to me with some disappointment
that he had been waiting in vain for an opportunity to hear
something from the Chancellor about the Moroccan crisis.
But the Chancellor had discussed French literature, the
French Revolution, Voltaire and Taine, had dwelt particularly
on the great influence French literature had exercised upon
German literature and the French Revolution on Germany's
political development, and how great a debt Germany owed
to France.
I could see from what Lockroy told me that the Chancellor
had not failed to cast over the Frenchman the spell of
his wit, cleverness, Gallic temperament and conversational

